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Presidentõs Commentary  
By Greg Polizzi 

The Club President Greg Polizzi has been on the road working, serving his 
country and providing for his family leaving him unable to contribute to this 
monthôs publication.  Understandably, with todayôs economy and the type of work 
many of us do, conflicts and responsibilities will arise that will prevent us from 
fulfilling all the roles we wish we could.  Fortunately, within the San Antonio 
Mustang Club, we seem to always have a willing person to pitch in and fill the 
gap, with that in mind, the following is submitted. 

 
The Holiday season is rapidly approaching, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Hanukah, Kwanza and New Years.  From all of us in the Club, we wish the very 
best and ask that each of us take the time to reflect upon the blessings we all 
share as members of the San Antonio Mustang Club.  The fellowship and fun 
we share throughout the year is just the tip of the iceberg, we are all blessed with 
many things, personal to each of us.  Whether it be family, health, financial or 
what ever (you fill in the blank), we seem to have more then our share.  During 
the holiday season it is important to reflect upon these blessings and give thanks.  
Developing an ñAttitude of Gratitudeò for all our blessings is one of the most 
significant ways to build our foundation for life.  Each of us as club members 
contributes something back to our community, it may be just by showing up at a 
cruise in support of a business, or assisting at the car show to raise funds for our 
sponsored charity ñDare to Loveò.  It is not as important as to how you 
contribute but that you do!  Take time to look around you, appreciate what you 
have and seek ways to help your fellows, that is where true riches come from!   
 
In the last issue of Hoof Prints, Greg had some grave concerns about the cost of 
gas as it was hitting $4.00 a gallon, concerned that members could not afford to 
fill up their gas tanks to enjoy a weekend cruise. Increasing world demand 
combined with a series of hurricanes threatened our very way of life.  Since then, 
our financial system has hit the skids, banks are closing or merging in record 
numbers, insurance companies are in receivership, over 200 mortgage 
companies have disappeared, foreclosures are at an all time high and Wall 
Street is in an uproar!  It took all that but we finally got the price of gas back to 
$2.50 a gallon!  We can once again rev those engines and fly down the road, 
Hallelujah!  Ok so I am joking, it does sound serious, but never forget, economic 
cycles of this nature have happened before, we not only survived them but have 
come out stronger for it!  The strong banks are buying up the weak ones at 
bargain prices, bad accounting practices brought on by knee jerk reactions to 
past events are being replaced, bad debt is being dealt with and new jobs will be 
created.  It might take some time but our economy will recover and we will be 
stronger for it once again!    Here in San Antonio, there are moderating factors 
which have shielded us from the worst and improvements in the economy are 
already being implemented and are taking hold.  As a parting note, donôt forget to 
vote, this year more then most, your vote counts! 

SAMC ð On the Road 

 

 

http://jalopnik.com/5058824/new-2010-ford-mustang-teaser-everyone-act-excited
../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/K27H4EIH/www.samustang.com


 

Page 2 HOOF PRINTS 

 
         Caroll Shelby  2007 Sema  

 

 

San Antonio Mustang Club 
Annual Christmas Party 
YOUõRE INVITED! 

DATE: DECEMBER 13, 2008 
 

TIME: 7:00 P.M. UNTIL 
 

LOCATION: Karen & Kevin Colemanõs 
8227 Park Lane Dr. 
Garden Ridge, TX. 

455-4825 
 
 

DIRECTIONS:  1. From Loop 1604 E. at Rolling Oaks Mall 
2. Turn left onto FM 2252 (Nacogdoches) 3.5 mi 
3. Turn left onto Bat Cave Rd. 1.8 mi 
4. Turn left onto Park Lane Dr . . . . 4 mi 

 
 
The party is for Adultõs ONLY, if you plan to attend, please sign 
up at the November meeting or contact Tom Bader (521-6782) to 
put your name on the party list. We need a head count to insure 
we have enough food and drinks. When you sign up you will need 
to pay $10.00 per person which you will get back at the party. 
 
We will do the crazy Santa gag gift exchange. Remember, cost of 
item should not exceed $10.00. . Go wild with your shopping..... 
At the party we will have people from Dare to Love as our guests 
and 
Present them the Clubõs donation from the Car Show. Hope to see 
a big turn out. 

 
Any question please contact:   
Party Chairman: Scotty (210) 695-4667 or Tom Bader (H) 521-
6782 (C) 685-1612 

 
*FOOD * DRINKS * DOOR PRIZES* 

 
 

2008 Sema Show 
 If you are a motor head like me 

you know that Sema is the place 

to be in Las Vegas. This year I 

will be able to attend with the 

help of my employer and Alamo 

Classic Mustang. I hope to take 

lots of pictures and will share 

with the San Antonio Mustang 

club.  
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Over 300 early 
registrants for 
ñMustangs Across 
America 45th 
Anniversary Driveò 

Phoenix, AZ: - Despite 
record gas prices, over 
300 Mustang 
enthusiasts from all 
over the world have 
registered to 
participate in the 
landmark cross country Mustang road trip for 2009. 
Hailing from over 30 states and 7 countries including 
Australia, New Zealand, Denmark, Sweden, The 
Netherlands, Germany, South Africa, and Canada, the 
caravan is setting records for international participation.  

ñWe have always had participants from around the 
world, but this year is shattering all previous recordsò, 
says event coordinator Sam Haymart. ñOver 50 parties 
have registered from abroad including over 30 from 
Australia aloneò. Most of the participants coming from 
overseas are planning to rent Shelby Hertz and other 
Mustangs for the drive, while some are planning to 
transport their cars to America for the adventure. 

The planned caravan drive kicks off in Las Vegas, NV on 
April 11th at the Shelby Automobiles Factory. 
Participants will celebrate at an evening reception the 
night before and will start the drive at the front door of 
Carroll Shelbyôs shop. From there, the five-day road trip 
to Birmingham, AL for Mustang Club Of Americaôs big 
Mustang 45th Anniversary Show at Barber Motorsports 
Park continues a Mustang tradition.  

Each day of the drive involves planned events and tours, 
lunch stops, and overnight stays. The 2009 Mustangs 
Across America drive has some new routes and byways 
planned along old sections of Route 66 as well as off-
shoot trips to places like Santa Fe, NM and Clinton, OK 
for some sightseeing.  

Mustangs Across America organizes the convoy drive 
with a schedule of about 400 miles a day with planned 
staging areas, lunch stops, and overnight 
accommodations. The group works with local chambers 
of commerce, clubs, and sponsors to add local events, 
tours, and gatherings along the five-day road trip. 
Enthusiasts are welcome to join in the adventure for the 
entire trip or just for a short segment or two.  

 

 

 

 

ñThe 45th 
Anniversary Drive is 
shaping up to be the 
biggest Mustangs 
Across America 
drive everò, says 
Haymart. ñHotels are 
already filling up in 
many overnight 
stops and we are 
adding third and 
fourth properties to 
keep upò. The 

Mustangs Across America 45th Anniversary drive is 
expected to garner over 500 Mustangs in the group to 
make their way to the MCA Show in Birmingham, AL. 
(www.mustangsacrossamerica.com/events/events.htm) 
Full Event Information Here .  Also check out entrant 
number 301.  Brend Heer is our newest member (lives in 
Germany) and he is coming back to the States for this 
event.  How many of our locate members plan to join 
him, I for one will be there, how about you??? 

 
 

 
 

http://www.mustangsacrossamerica.com/events/events.htm
http://www.mustangsacrossamerica.com/h_events/events.htm
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Nolte Island Picnic 
 
 
Saturday October 4

th
 was the Nolte Island Picnic.  20 

Members of the club corralled up 11 cars at Rolling oaks 
Mall then headed over to the island for a great time!  We 
reached the island without incident, no one getting lost, 
no over heating and no tickets.   
 
The weather was perfect, cool, dry and sunny.  While 
waiting for lunch to be served, an intense game of volley 
ball was organized, on one side was the hard hitting well 
trained machine like team of Dar, Curtis and a guest of 
James, opposing them was the equally skilled team of 
James, Jim and Rick.  It was a tough match but Jamesôs 
vicious serve proved too much for the other side who 
went down 21-16.   
 
Davilaôs BBQ then served up a delicious lunch consisting 
of BBQ Brisket, Chicken, beans, and Potato salad.  Door 
prizes were award as we entered the lunch line and 
Curtis was seen walking away with what had to be just 
about the largest book ever published, only about an 
inch thick but at least 3ô tall and 2ô wide, good thing he 
brought the convertible so it could fit in for the trip home.  
After lunch a round of horse shoes was kicked off and 
interrupted only by the snoring of Jim who slept 
comfortably in his chair, several club members were 
seen taking pictures of the snoozing Jim and I expect to 
see those photos turn up when least expected with the 
highest possible embarrassment factor! Royôs ringers 
meantime won the first horseshoe match.  Without 
exception, a fun day for everyone who came!   
 
There were several other clubs also represented.  
Attendance overall was less then last year but there 
were still lots of impressive cars to see and people to 
meet!  Personally, I canôt wait for next year to do it all 
over again, food, fun and fellowship, what more could 
you asks for!  Oh and did I forget to mention the club 
paid for the event! 
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I hope you enjoy this issue of 
the San Antonio Mustang 
Clubôs newsletter.  I claim no 
special editorial or computer 
skills and hope very soon to 
find someone who can help 
develop a template so any 
future editor of the newsletter 
will have a ready made 
platform from which to just 

insert text and pictures.  In addition, assembling a clip art 
collection of Mustang pictures, club logos and similar 
items for easy cut and paste applications will greatly 
enhance future editions.  I will welcome your input and 
even more then that I am hoping all the members of the 
club will participate and provide a story or article of their 
own.  Perhaps there is a new product or a new way of 
using an old product you would like to share with the 
members, good or bad your experience may be of great 
benefit to others!  Please feel free to become an 
associate editor of the newsletter and email your 
contributions to me at rbirn277@aol.com.  Your 
comments and suggestions for future newsletter 
contents or changes will be appreciated as well.  Donôt 
be shy, this is your chance to see your words in print, 
imagine being able to tell you grand children you had a 
front page article published!  Let me also take a moment 
to thank all the previous members who gave of their time 
to provide not only an informative and entertaining 
newsletter, but one which has maintained a professional 
appearance any organization would be proud of! 

 
 
 
 
 
The San Antonio Mustang Club was well represented at 
Octoberôs Castroville Cruise Night.  About 6 cars and a 
dozen members including family were there.  This event 
seems to be growing steadily and gaining much 
popularity from Castroville and the surrounding counties.  
Although not an official count, there must have been well 
over 300 cars from all classes proudly lined up showing 
off their stuff!  Also present were about 20 vendors 
selling everything from glow in the dark sticks to hats, 
jewelry, fajitas and BBQ.  Numerous local merchants 
remain open late hours in support of the event.  There 
are some wonderful antique and novelty stores all within 
walking distance with the welcome matt out.  A local DJ 
added the finishing touch keeping songs from the 50ôs ï 
70ôs flowing.  The local police are very visible; not only in 
traffic control but also in walking among the crowd 
making sure this remains a calm and friendly family  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Oriented night out.  They have done a wonderful job of 
keeping the cars moving in and out and the crowds 
orderly just watch out when coming and going for that 
Trooper sitting out on HWY 90 with the radar going non 
stop!  We all know the Mustang speed limit, ñMACH 1ò 
for all others 65mph.  Several people in the crowd 
mentioned the cruise night will become a year round 
event, this is far from an official statement so check back 
and lets see if that turns out to be fact, I understand 
November be the last cruise night for this year.  Cruise 
nights are a great source of family fun, and a great 
excuse to roll out that special car so you can get to hang 
out with friends and meet new people; no wonder events 
like these are growing steadily!  Make sure youôre a part 
of this! 

 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 31

st
, Halloween, falls on Friday, just 

perfect for staying up late and warding 
off the demons, ghosts and goblins that 
will be out that night doing their evil 
best!  If you do not have plans yet, or 
even if you do, consider stopping by 
Biff Buzbyôs Burger at Topperwein and HWY 35.   
 
Every Friday they host a cruise night and Halloween is 
their biggest and best.  Food is available from Biffs or 
What a Burger, a DJ will be spinning records late into the 
night and most of the people will be dressed up in their 
Halloween garb, many will have their cars fixed up right 
for this special night.  If they continue as they did last 
year there will also be a special award for the best 
costume.   
 
Last year I arrived as the character portrayed by Clint 
Eastwood in the ñGood the Bad and the Uglyò I thought 
that fitting as I road in on my Mustang!  This year I hear 
the Sexy and Sultry Cat Woman will be making an 
appearance and bringing as her date Batman!   
 
Usually well over a hundred cars make it to this event, 
the crowds are manageable and the atmosphere is 
friendly.  Come on out for a good time and donôt forget to 
drive extra carefully, this night, there will be thousands of 
our littlest ghosts and goblins out running around, make 
sure yours have safety clothing, reflectors and adult 
supervision.   
 
Remember to check over the goodies they bring home 
you can never be too careful! 

Rickõs First Edition 
 

Halloween Night Event 

Cruise Night in Castroville 

mailto:rbirn277@aol.com


 

Page 6 HOOF PRINTS  
 
 

New Product Review 
Contributed by Rick Birnbach 

 
As the proud owner of a Classic Mustang, I am 
always on the hunt for that elusive new gizmo 
or gadget that will make my baby run just a 
little bit better than it did when it left the 
factory a few decades ago.  Recently I found 
one!  The E3 Spark Plug with DiamondFire 
Technology (www.e3sparkplugs.com).  
After reading a trade magazine about their 
new design, I just had to give it a try.  The 
cost, at $5.95 per plug, isnôt too extreme 
compared to some of the other ñnew and 
Improved mousetrapsò that are available to 
car enthusiasts.  Some plugs are now over 
$10.00 a piece!  The look of the electrode is very 
different from a standard plug, featuring a diamond-
shaped cage that sits atop three legs extruding from the 
body.  The cage sticks out a little bit further than a 
standard plug and does not require gapping.  As soon as 
I got the plugs installed and fired up the engine, the 
difference was immediately noticeable.  The engine 
roared a little deeper and started a little crisper.  Driving 
was even more impressive.  E3 boasts of an increase in 
horsepower and, although I do not have a dyno to prove 
it, I certainly felt as if they delivered on their promise.  
After running the plugs for 9-months I can also state that 
they have resisted fouling and have remained in better 
condition than any other plug I have tried.  I was so 
impressed by the performance of E3 that I had to give 
them a try in my 2000 Pontiac Bonneville with a 3.8L V6.  
Unfortunately, they did not live up to their previous 
standards in the Bonneville as they did in the ô71 
Mustang with a 351C V8.  GMôs computer programming 
is just too restrictive to make the plug swap without 
reprogramming, but the E3ôs did work well in my sons 
2006 Dodge Magnum.  Overall, the E3 Plugs are an 
excellent product that provided that little extra we all look 
for and are well worth the cost, which is more than I can 
say for several of those other new and improved 
products I have recently tried! 

 
                     

How about them AGGIES! 
 
An Aggies campus police officer was driving past a 
barren field when he noticed an aggie out in the middle 
of the field sitting in a row boat!  He was working up a 
big sweat stroking those oars, knocking rocks and dust 
up making quite a spectacle of himself.  Well the officer 
wasnôt going to allow this to continue, so he pulled over 
in his cruiser, got out of the car and yelled out to the 
student, ñHey you, knock that off, youôre the kind of guy 
giving us Aggies a bad name, and furthermore, if I could 
swim, Iôd come out there and slap you silly!ò 

  
 
 
 
                                                                                                               
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For the homes that with purest affection are blest,  
For the season of plenty and well-deserved rest,  
For our country extending from sea unto sea;  
The land that is known as the 'Land of the Free' -- 
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving! 
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http://www.e3sparkplugs.com/


 

HOOF PRINTS Page 7 
 
  
 
 

A.A.C.O.G. CRUISE 
 

Saturday the 18
th
 started off a bit chilly but quickly 

warmed up from the company of good friends and the 
heat of many engines! AACOG had Hot Coffee and fresh 
muffins at the ready as several car clubs with 
approximately 80 cars in total gathered at the Rim to 
make the event.  The San Antonio Mustang Club was 
well represented with about 10 cars and 18 people 
making for one of the largest turn outs of any individual 
club. 
 
Ron and Peggy lead the Mustangs out at 8:00AM as we 
headed over to Helotes to start the cruise with a buffet 
style taco and bread pudding breakfast hosted by Floors 
Country Store.  The tacos were good but the bread 
pudding was exceptional!  Then to top off the breakfast, 
the new Ms. Helotes and the runner ups were there to 
take pictures and share in Helotes hospitality.  As we 
left, a local officer lead us out, waiving us through the 
intersection to continue our cruise.  Not the first time for 
many of us that a local cop helped show us the way out 
of town either! 
 
We continued on through back roads enjoying some of 
the finest scenery the Hill Country has to offer.  Thanks 
to Ron and Roy for having scouted out such a wonderful 
trail for us!  Ron stopped at what appeared to be an old 
western style railroad trestle, no longer in service but a 
treat to see.  We ended up in Kerrville at the Art museum 
were many members found new treasures at reasonable 
prices to decorate their homes.  Continuing on to lunch, 
we stopped at Billy Geneôs restaurant.  The food was 
very good but the view was even better.  We were 
seated right over the Guadalupe River were we could 
see turtles swimming in the water and deer resting on 
the opposite bank as we enjoyed our lunch. 
 
Our final stop of the day was in Medina at Love Creek 
Orchard.  As soon as you enter the store, the enticing 
aroma of cooking apples fills your senses.  You can 
almost taste it in the air, what a warm inviting feeling it 
gives.  Despite long lines, everyone stocked up on apple 
pie, turnovers, jams, ice cream and all kinds of goodies. 
 

What a shame the day had to come to an end but 
everyone had a great time and we look forward to next 
year to do it all over again!  Just one more reason itôs 
great to be a member of the San Antonio Mustang Club! 
 
Here is a web site I stumbled across with lots of good 
products: 
www.autogeek.com, cleaning products, interior and 
exterior, floor mats and more with very good narratives 
and instructions. 

   

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.autogeek.com/
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*** Really Hot *** 

But Not the Way You Want It! 
 

Summers over and the temperature is dropping.  For 
Classic Mustangs this is great news.  Each and every 
one of us has wrestled with overheating when restoring 
a classic.  Sometimes the solution is so evasive it seems 
as if we resemble a dog spinning in circles chasing its 
own tail!  So by trial and error, and like the government 
we throw enormous sums of money at it to finally enjoy 
the thrill of victory only to have the rug once again pulled 
out from under as the temperature gauge once again 
reaches for the red zone!  But like the troopers we are, 
we continue forward, cussing fussing and opening our 
wallets.   
Then one day all of a sudden we hit upon the elusive 
and all too mysterious solution that allows us to declare 
ultimate victory 
over the problem 
of temperature 
control.  The 
following are 
some of the tricks 
I learned as I 
fought this evil 
monster, I hope 
sharing them with 
you will save you 
some dollars and 
frustration as you 
travel the road of 
happy motoring! 
 
Many Classic Mustangs have had modifications over the 
years.  Some of these might have affected your fan, 
clutch and shroud.  This can be a problem for Classic 
Mustangs.  If the original clutch has been replaced or 
removed, you might find that your fan is sitting too far 
back from the radiator to be effective.  Auto part stores 
offer extensions that sit behind the fan and bolt into the 
engine in the same way as the original, the only problem 
is you will need longer bolts that are not available at 
most auto part houses.  Look in the phone book for 
fastener stores as they will have a full selection and 
usually can provide the exact size you need.  Measure 
carefully; the optimum position for your fan is to be 
sitting no more then 1ò away from the radiator.  Make 
sure in this position that it does not hit the shroud; 
carefully trim away any non critical area that the fan will 
brush against. If you donôt, when you start the engine, 
the fan will automatically trim away the shroud but just 
might take away a little more then necessary and 
shrouds are expensive to replace!    
 
Other items to consider is good flushing using chemical 
to clean away scale and crude, sometimes the heater 
core which is buried in the dash restricts flow, if flushing  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
doesnôt clear it out, replacement is often the only 
answer.   
 
Thermostats can become temperamental over the years 
and should be replaced on a regular basis just to be 
safe.  Thermostats come in 2 basic styles and in 3 
temperature settings.  They offer standard and Hi Flow, I 
recommend the Hi Flow in the factory recommended 
temperature setting.  Most Classic Mustangs will require 
the 180 degree setting.  The 195 degree is best for the 
newer models and just to be fussy some Classic 
Mustangs will operate best using the 160 degree.  A little 
trial and error will quickly show you which your Mustang 
will prefer.  During the hot months of summer here in 
Texas, removal of the thermostat is also a viable 

alternative for the Classic 
Mustang but never for the 
newer models with 
computer controls.  Donôt 
forget the gasket!  They now 
make a reusable gasket 
which requires no gasket 
sealant and can be reused 
many times.  This saves an 
enormous amount of time in 
not having to clean out the 
area around the thermostat 
of old sealant and gasket 
material, this is well worth 
asking for and spending the 
extra few dollars they cost.  

  
Another item to consider is the Water Pump.  Not often 
the culprit, but a suspicious character not to be over 
looked.  OEM models are available at reasonable costs 
and although time consuming are fairly easy to replace.  
Several Hi performance stores such as JEGS and 
ALAMO Performance offer increased capacity models 
that take up no more room then OEM but push through 
30% more fluid.  Some models cost about double while 
name brands with all the whistles and bells can cost 
hundreds.   
 
Here is a picture I found of a Mustang I thought was so 
perfect for this page, notice how well restored it appears 
and that nasty little drip mark under the radiator!  
 I bet he rebuilt the engine, spent thousands but 
reused the old radiator cap!  Penny wise and pound 
foolish.   
 
Well I hope this article and my experience helps you 
down the road, avoid a frustration, save a buck and 
avoid even more costly repairs.  If you have any tips or 
tricks, please share them with us all, email Rick at 
rbirn277@aol.com for inclusion in the next issue of 
ñHOOF PRINTSò.  Your tip might just save an engine! 

mailto:rbirn277@aol.com
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Past Club Activities Pictures 
 
 

 
Leon Valley Show  

 

 
Leon Valley Show  

 

 
2008 Fall Char ity Car Show  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Darr at the Leon Valley Show  

 

 
Northern Tool Car Display  

 

 
2008 Fall Charity Car Show  
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November   Kerrville Veteran Car Show at VA Hospital 

December 13 San Antonio Club Christmas party at Kevin & Karen Colemanôs house 

March 21 San Antonio Kruse Car Auction at Alamodome.  

April 17-19 Birmingham, AL Mustang 45
th
 Anniversary Celebration. 

June 17-21 Tulsa, OK 35
th
 Annual Mid-America Ford and Team Shelby Nationals. This is the Big 

one!! Info: David, 405-946-3382 www.midamericafordmeet.com 

 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers' 

exclusively and do not necessarily re flect the opinions of the San Antonio Mustang 

Club.   

   

Information contained in any article has been obtained from sources believed to be 

reliable; however, we do not guarantee the accuracy or completeness.  

Upcoming Events 

http://www.midamericafordmeet.com/

